PROJECT PROFILE

Rochester, NY
The Strong National Museum

The Portal of Play entrance at The Strong’s 2023 expansion is defined by a soaring, glass-enclosed,
“blob-like” gateway that fluidly connects the museum to the Neighborhood of Play. This sculptural

architectural feature serves as a dramatic threshold, immediately signaling the playful spirit of the
museum.
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To realize the complex organic geometry envisioned
by CJS Architects, Duraframe, a specialist in
prefabricated cold-formed steel framing, provided the
pre-manufactured light-gauge framing system that
made the design possible.

* Prefabricated Precision: Using off-site manufacturing,
Duraframe produced a custom light-gauge steel framing
system with precise, project-specific curves engineered to
integrate seamlessly with the primary structural steel. This
approach delivered a level of accuracy difficult to achieve with
traditional field framing.

« Structural Integration: The curved framing supports
the expansive glass fagade and reinforces the gateway’s
sculptural form, creating a striking contrast to the more linear,
colorful steel tube architecture of the adjacent parking garage.

* Project Efficiency: Pre-manufacturing the most
geometrically complex components allowed the construction
team, Accurate Acoustical Inc., to rapidly assemble the
entrance “skeleton,” reducing on-site labor and minimizing
schedule risk for one of the project’s most challenging
elements.
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